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Our Pubhc'Land Herltage°
From the GLO to the BLM
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The challenge of managing public lands started as soon as America
established its independence and began acquiring additional lands.
Initially, these public lands were used to encourage homesteading and
westward migration, and the General Land Office (GLO) was created
to support this national goal. Over time, however, values and attitudes
regarding public lands shifted. Many significant laws and events led

to the establishment of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and ‘ '
laid the foundation for its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and
productivity of America’s public lands for the use and enjoyment of
present and future generations.
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Congress begins
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lands are initiated
by the General Land
Office in Michigan.
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Interior is established
and the General Land
Office is transferred to
the new department.
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inland West to the
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1862
Homestead Act
entitles settlers to
160 acres of public
land after they reside
on and cultivate the
land for 5 years.
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Railroad Act gives
railroad companies

rights-of-way and
alternate sections of
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First transcontinental
railroad is completed
at Promontory
Summit, Utah.
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Alaska, adding 375
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Yellowstone National
Park marks a shift
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conservation and
protection of federal
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1877
Desert Land Act
authorizes the
disposition of
640-acre tracts
of public lands to
homesteaders upon
proof of reclamation
of the lands by
irrigation.

1878
Timber and Stone
Act authorizes the

negotiated sale
of lands that are
valuable for either
logging or mining and
otherwise unfit for
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begins the disposal of
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lands in Oklahoma.
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1897
Forest Management
“*Organic” Act
transfers fire
protection
responsibilities for
forest reserves from
the Department of
Army to the General
Land Office.
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Congress extends
homestead laws to

Alaska.

1906
Antiquities Act
preserves and

protects prehistoric,

historic, and
scientifically
significant sites on
public lands and
creates national
monuments.
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‘World War I

1911
Weeks Act permits
the federal purchase
of private land
to protect the
headwaters of rivers
and watersheds and
calls for cooperative
fire protection efforts.

1916
Stock Raising
Homestead
Act authorizes
homesteads of
640 acres and
separates surface
rights from subsurface
(mineral) rights.
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1920
Mineral Leasing Act
authorizes federal
leasing of public lands
for private extraction
of oil, gas, coal,
phosphate, sodium,
and other minerals.

1926
Recreation and
Public Purposes Act
allows conveyance
or lease of public
lands fo state and
local governments for
outdoor recreation
purposes.
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| public ré ngeiand
] tmpfovements in
western states
(excluding Alaska)
and establishesthe
Division of Grazing
(later renamed the
U.S. Grazing Service)
within the Department
of the Interior.

1937
Oregon and California
(O&C) Revested
Lands Sustained
Yield Management
Act requires 0&C
Railroad lands
to be managed
for permanent
forest production
and provides for
watershed protection,
regulation of
streamflow, and
recreational facilities.

1939
Alaskan Fire Control
Service is created
within the General
Land Office to prevent
and suppress fires on
Alaska public lands.
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